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(54) Title: OSTOMYBELT 

(57) Abstract 

An ostomy belt (10) adapted to nqipait 
a colostomy poach (12) comprises a body band 
(24) of flexiUe matoial and inchides an opening 
(20) spaced finom the ends and adapted to be 
positioned over an opraing in the patient A 
phnality of back sappon Oittps may be 
secured on die body band (1^ intennediate the 
oppo^it ends of tiie body band and apock^ (24) 
is induded in the band adjacent to the opening. 
A pair of stretchable support straps (32) and 
a ling or wafer shaped element (26) may be 
piovided for securing die colostomy poudi (12) 
within die podret (24). Hie pocket prrfeiaUy 
ittdndes a hsp (36) extending dierefiom and is 
positioned adjacent to die opraing and being 
rdeasaUy secured to die band (24) in overiying 
rdation to die poodi (12). 
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OSTOMY BELT 

TechniciJ Fidd 

This invention relates to suigical belts, and more particulady to colostomy, 
ileostomy, and urostomy belts. 

Pflrtgroppd Art 

Numerous belts have been proposed and implemrated for suigical and 
Aerapeutic applications. Common examples are ileostomy, urostomy and colostomy 
belts* lypicaDy , such belts are ivom m tibe waist or stomach of the user and support 
colostomy bags, pouches, or the like on die abdom» of a patient A significant 
limitation of all such prior belts is tluit Aey are bulky, difficult to &apty and replace the 
bags, unsighdy and cumbersome - lesuldi^ in embarrassmrat and resultant limitation of 
actions by the user, and completely unusable in more active applications such as water 
skiing, snow skiing, moto-cross riding, bicycle riding, and the like. 

Various improvements and modification of such belts have been proposed where 
the colostomy bags and pouches have been adapted to be rq>laced or interchanged both 
within and outside of the belt F6r example, U.S. Pat No. 2,788,785 issued to Present 
shows a colostomy belt where a colostomy bag is hdd within a zippered pouch on die 
outer surface of the belt Sudi prior belts suffer significant limitations in that, 
heretofore, no belts permit easy use of replaceable bags which are simple to attach onto 
or remove finom the belt, and whidi are stable and extremely strong allowing ti^ user to 
purse active and vigorous activities. Because of this, cutrrat surgical belts, especially 
colostomy, ileostomy, and urostomy belts, ace limited in use and adaptability. 

Accordingly, it is tfie primary object of this invention to provide a ostomy belt 
for holding replaceable ostomy bags which is extremdy strong, reliable, attractive, and 
easy to replace bags in, and i;^ch may be provided as a new belt or as a retro-fit of 
oistingones. 

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be set f ordi in the 
description which follows, and in part wiU be obvious fixim the desoiption, or may be 
learned by practtoe of the invraticm. Hie objects and advantages of the invration may be 
realized and obtained by means cf the instrumentalities and combinations pmnted out in 
the appraded claims. 
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Disdosnre of the Invention 

To achieve the foxegoing objects, and in accordance with the puposes of the 
invention as embodied and broadly described herein, an ostomy belt adapted to support 
a colostomy pouch within the ostomy bdt is provided, comprising: a body band of 
5 flexible material having opposite ends and means on said opposite ends for releasably 
securing said ends togedier; said band having an opening spaced firom the ends thoeof 
and adapted to be positioned over an opening in the patirat; and, a podcet adjacent to 
said op^iing adapted to secure and receive a colostomy bag therein and including means 
for securing die colostomy bag within said pocket; the colostomy pouch being 
1 0 composed of flexible non-porous material and having a mouth portion for positioning in 
the band opraing, and the pocket including a flap extending from the pocket opamg 
and being releasably secured to the band m overiying relation to the pouch. 

The means for securing said colostomy pouch within said pocket may iiu:lude a 
ring or wafer shaped elemoit having fastening means thereon for attadunent to the bag 
1 5 and to the paur of stretchable support straps. The fastening means may be clips, rings, 
grooves, snaps, or die like. Alternatively, the colostomy pouch may be secured in the 
pocket by die flap secured to the band by mating elements of hook and loq> fagtftmng 
material, a zipper, or odier fastening means. 

In accordance with die present invention there is also provided a surgical belt 
2 0 adapted to support an ostomy pouch therein in a horizontal orientation, comprising: a 
band of flexible material being united at opposite ends thereof; said band having an 
opening spaced from die ends diereof and adapted to be positioned over an opening in 
the patient; pocket means adjacent to said opening adi^ted to secure and receive said 
ostomy pouch thodn including means for securing the ostomy bag widiin said pocket 
25 in a horizontal orientation; and, the ostomy pouch being composed of fteuble non- 
porous material having a mouth portion for positioning in the band opening, and the 
pocket including a flap extending from die belt and being releasably secured to the band 
in overlying relation to the pouch. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

30 The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and constitute apart of 

the specification, illustrate a prefened embodiment of the invention and, together with a 
general description given above and the detailed description of die prrfened 
embodiments given below, serve to explain the principles of the invention. 

Rg. 1 shows a perspective view of an ostomy belt, according to die invention. 
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Hg. 2 shows a view of a pouch strap clip, according to the invention. 

Fig. 3 shows an exploded view of the pocket of such belt, according to the invention. 

Fig. 4 shows a sectional view through the pocket of such belt* according to the 
invmdon. 

5 Fig. 5 shows another embodiment of an ostomy belt, according to the invention. 

Fig. 6 shows an exploded view of the pocket of such belt having a zipper for closure, 
according to die inventicm. 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

Ri^iBfenoe will now be made in detail to the present prefierred embodunents of 
1 0 the inventim as iUustraied in the accompanying drawings. 

In accordance widi the present invention, there is provided an ostomy belt 
adapted to support a colostomy pouch within the ostomy bdt, comprising: a body band 
of flexible material having opposite ends and means on said opposite ends for leleasably 
securing said ends together; said band having an op^iing spaced from the aids thoeof 

15 and adapted to be posidmed over an qpraing in the patient; and a pocket adjacent to 
said opraing adapted to secure and reodve said colostomy pouch therein and including 
ineans for securing die colostomy pouch within said podcBt; the colostomy pouch be^ 
composed of a flexible non-porous material having a moudi portion for positioning in 
ti^e band opening; and the pocket including a flap extending from die band and 

20 rdeasably secured to the band in overlying relation to the pouch. 

There is also provided, in accordance widi die invration, a surgical belt adapted 
to sq^xirt an ostomy poudi in a horizontal position widiin die bdt, ccmpriang: a band 
of flexible niaterial beii^ united at oppo^ »ds thereof ; said band 
spaced from the ends diereof and adapted to be positioned over an opening in die 

2 5 patient; and pocket means adjacent to said q)raing adapted to secure an receive an 

ostomy bag dierdn and including means for securing the ostomy bag within said pocket 
in a horizontal orientation; and die ostomy pouch being composed of flexible non- 
porous material having a mouth portion for positioning in the band opening; said pocket 
including a flap extending from the band and releasably secured to the band in overiying 

30 relation to the pouch. 

In Hg. 1 the ostomy belt 10 adapted to support an ostomy pouch 12 is shown, 
according to a pcef ened embodiment of the invention. Belt 1 0 comprises a body band 
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14 of flexible matmalumtBd at opposite ends SO timt the belt IS ' 
Band 14 is pieferably composed of neopiene having an inner nylon cover, however, 
alternative niaterials such as lyara, cotton, iiiethane, plasty 

Band 14 includes opening 20 spaced from ends 16 and adapted to be positioned over an 
5 abdominal or other opening in the patient A pocket space 24 with flap 36 positions die 
ostomy pouch 12 within belt 10, preferably in a horizontal orientatioa Flap 36 is 
secured to band 14 by mating hook and loop f ast^iing mflroial, or a zipper 42, or other 
leleasably securing fastening means may be used 

In Hg. S, the ostomy belt 10 adapted to support an ostomy or colostomy pouch 
10 12 is shown, according to anoAer preferred embodiment of the invention. Belt 10, in 
this embodiment, comprises a body band 14 (tf flexible material having opposite ends 
16 and means on the opposite ends for releasably securing die ends together. Band 14 is 
preferably composed of neoprene having an inner nylra covct, however, alternative 
matwials such as cotton, methane, plastics, or die like may be utilized, dq)ending upon 
15 ttie application, be it sport, causal, or fonnal wear. The piefened means for leleasably 
securing the opposite ends 16 together comprise strips of hook and loop fastening 
material 18 conespondingly aligned at bofli rads of the belt Alternatively, aiaps, 
buddes, buttons, rings or the like may be substituted for hook and loop listening 
material 18, or belt 10 may be provided as apull-over type belt without such fastening 
20 means. 

Band 14 is provided with opening 20 as shown in Figs. 1 and 5 spaced fiom 
ends 16 and adapted to be positioned over an abdominal or odier opening in the patient 
One or more back support straps 22 may be seemed to band 1 4 by stitches, hook and 
loop fEistening material, adhesive, or the like, and are preferably secured inte 
opposite ends of band 14. A pocket space 24, best seen in Hgs. I,3,and4is 
postdoned adjacent opening 20 fonned by cover flap 36 and band 14, and is ad^ted to 
receive colostomy pouch 12 therein. Means for securing colostomy poudi 12 within 
band 1 4 can be provided by pouch strap clip or ring 26, which may be shaped as a ring, 
wafer, or odier geometric configuration, and shown in Rg. 3, preferably having clip 
retainers 28 and 30 spaced thereon. Clip retainers 28 and 30 on pouch strap clip 26 are 
clipped onto colostomy pouch 12 and to a pair of stretchable support straps 32 with 
clips 34 which is preferably sewn into pocket 24 on band 14. Of course, support straps 
32 may be secured in pocket 24 by otiier means, such as, adhesives, rivets, or the like. 
Pouch strap clip or ring 26 and support straps 32 are used to support and secure 
colostomy pouch 12 in pocket 24 in a honzontal position, however, if desired, a 
vertk:al, or odieroriratation of pouch 12 in pocket 24 is possible. Qrallraiatively, 
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ostomy or colostomy pouch 1 2 my be secured within pocket space 24 without the ring 
or straps, and held in place by flap 36 as seen in Figs. 1, and 3, allowing pouch 12 to 
be secured entirely within band 14 in a horizonial orientation. 

As shown in Fig. 3, pocket 24 is preferably provided with flap 36 hingedly 
5 connected to band 14 widi mating pieces of hook and loop fastening elements 38 
allowing for ease of inspection, insertion, or removal of pouch 12 finom pocket 24. 
Alternatively, in Hg. 6, flap 36 is seen seemed to band 14 by a zq)per40. Flap 36 may 
be sewn by stitch 42, glued, or otiierwise attached to band 1 4. If straps 32 are utilized, 
die trasion of straps 32 may be adjusted according to die intended use of bdt 10. For 
1 0 example, in a sports belt vmion, die tension of straps 32 would be high, ^i4iile in a 
causal wear 9pe belt, the trasion of straps 32 would be lessened. Str^ 32 are 
preferably composed of elastic, however, other durable resilimt material may be used 
such as plastic, urethane, neoprene, or the like. 

In qieration and use ostomy belt 10 is useful for ileostomy, urostomy, and 
1 5 colostomy applications, and is extremely durable, convraient, and easy to use. In die 
unitary belt of Hg. 1 or the open belt shown in Hg.S, the preset invention allows the 
patient to enj(^ an active, normal range of activities, and to participate in vigorous sport 
activities if desired. Belt 10 may be worn with casual clothing, sportswear, swim suits, 
orfonnal clothing. Since belt 10 is worn and appears similar to an attractive belt the user 
20 is not self-conscious or hesitant to use it in a wide rai^e of activities. 

Additional advantages and modificati ons will readily occur to those skilled m die 
art This invention m its teoader aspects is, therefore, not limited to the specific details, 
representative q)paratus and illustrative examples shown and described. Accordingly, 
departures may be made fiom such details widiout departing finom the spirit or scope 
25 die applicant's general inventive conoq>t 
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£lfi!ins 

1. An ostomy belt adapted to support a colostomy pouch within the ostomy belt, 
comprising: 

a body band of flexible material having opposite ends and means on said opposite 
5 ends for releasably securing said mds together, said band having an op^iing 

spaced £rom the ends theieof and adapted to be positioned over an opening in the 
patifflt;and 

a pocket adjacent to said opening adapted to secure and lecdve a colostomy bag 
tfaoein and said pocket being positioned within said band of flexible matnial; the 
1 0 colostomy pouch being composed of aflexible non-ponnis material having a 

mouth portion for positioning in the band op^iing; Ae pocket including a flap 
extending finom die band and being leleasably secured to the band in overiying 
xdation to die pouch. 

Z An ostomy belt as claimed in claim 1 furdier including a pair of stietdiable support 
1 5 straps operably positioned on said body band and including separable festming means 
adapted to be secured to said colostomy pouch, thereby securing said colostomy hag 
widiin said pocket 

. 3. An ostomy belt as daimed in claim 2 furtho- including a ling shqiedel^^ 
to be secured and received within said pocket and including aplurality of festemng clips 
20 qmced theieon for attadmiem to said pair of stretchable support straps. 

4. An osttmy belt as claimed in claim 1 whaein said body band is composed of 
neoprene. 

5. An ostomy belt as claimed in claim 1 wherein said means on said opposite ends of 
said body band are mating pieces of hook and loop fastening material 

25 6. An ostomy belt as claimed in claim 1 wherein said body band is composed of cotton. 

7. An ostomy belt as claimed in claim 1 wherein said stretchable support bands are 
composed of elastic. 

8. An ostomy belt as claimed in claim 1 vtiierein said colostomy pouch is supported 
within said ostomy belt in a horizontal position. 
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9. An ostomy belt as claimed in claim 1 fuitherinchidingapluiaUty of backsupp^ 
straps secuied on said body band intennediate the opposite ends of the body band 

1 0. A singical belt adapted to support an ostomy pouch Aeiein in a horizontal 
orientation, comprising: 

5 a band of flexible material being united at opposite ends, said band having an 

opening spaced firom the ends thereof and adapted to be positioned over an • 
opening in the patient; and 

podcet means adj acent to said opening adapted to secure and receive said ostomy 
pouch thoein and including means for securing the ostomy bag within said podoet 
1 0 in ahorizontal orientation; the ostomy pouch bdng ccMnposed of flexible non- 

porous material haviiig a mouth portion finr positioning in die band opening; said 
pocket including a flap extending £tom the band and releasably secured to the band 
in overiying relation to the pouch. 

1 1. Hie surgical belt of claim 10 wherein said flap extending firom said band is secured 
1 5 dioeto by mating dements of hook and loop fastening inatoiaL 

12. The surgical bdt of claim 10 wherein said flap extending £rom said band is se^ 
thereto by a zq)p^. 
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